
   

 



Have you ever really wondered about what to do in a certain situation? Or really wanted to know the answer to a 

question? Perhaps you asked your parents or your friends or your teachers about it but were still not sure what you 

should do. When Joseph Smith was fourteen years old, he had a question. He was living on his family’s farm in Pal-

myra, New York. In the town where they lived, there was a great deal of excitement about religion. There were 

many preachers from many different churches. Each said that he had the truth and tried to convince people to 

join his church. Joseph wondered which of the churches he should join. He asked himself, “What is to be done? 

Who of all these parties are right; or, are they all wrong together? If any one of them be right, which is it, and how 

shall I know it?” (JS—H 1:10). 

One day Joseph read in the Bible, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 

and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5).  Joseph decided to do what the scripture said. He de-

cided to ask Heavenly Father which church was right so that he would know which one he should join. 

Joseph had never prayed out loud before. He decided to go to a grove of trees near his home to ask Heavenly Father his question. On 

a beautiful spring morning, he walked into the grove, looked around to be sure that he was alone, and knelt in prayer. As he began his 

prayer, a terrible feeling of darkness surrounded him. It was so strong that he thought it was going to destroy him! He prayed with all his 

heart to Heavenly Father for help. At that moment, a pillar of light appeared over his head and came down and rested on him. The 

darkness left him, and he saw two Heavenly Beings standing above him in the air. One spoke to him, saying, “This is My Beloved Son. 

Hear Him!” (JS—H 1:17.) 

The two Heavenly Beings were Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. The Savior told Joseph that he should not join any of the 

churches because they were all wrong. Joseph had the answer to his question. Later, he received visits from other heavenly messen-

gers and learned what Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ wanted him to do to help restore the gospel to the earth. He followed Their 

directions. 

Joseph Smith organized The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and became the first prophet and President of the Church. He 

translated the Book of Mormon, built the first latter-day temple, and received most of the revelations found in the Doctrine and Cove-

nants. We are grateful to him for helping to restore the gospel to the earth. And we should be thankful for the example of faith and 

courage he set for all of us. What a blessing it is that Joseph Smith prayed to Heavenly Father when he needed an answer. We, too, 

can go to Heavenly Father in prayer and receive answers to important questions in our lives. Through prayer we can also receive a 

testimony from Heavenly Father that Joseph Smith was a prophet. 
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